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A word from Brett 
May is already here and that means the majority of our entries have closed for season 
2015. We are almost at last years numbers so with a month until instrumental closes 
I’m confident South Street will have taken another step forward in the popularity stakes. 
 
It’s been a busy time in the office with competition planning ramping up on top of our 
commitment to Heritage Weekend this Saturday & Sunday. Thanks to those who have 
volunteered to help at our Heritage Kiosk on the corner of Sturt and Lydiard Streets. 
Make sure you drop by and pick up the all new “I love South Street” bumper sticker. 
 
The AGM was attended by around 50 friends and supporters at the Mechanics Institute 
again this year and on top of the usual reports we enjoyed some fine music from a 
Ballarat Grammar string quartet. If you’d like a copy of the annual report there are a 
limited number available at the office. See a separate story in this newsletter about the 
composition of the board for this year. 
 
Thanks for the great ideas that continue to come forward in relation to next years 125th 
celebrations. I had a suggestion of a South Street float in the Begonia Festival parade 
which would be a great way of getting the community on board. Thanks Lesley! 
 
Finally, we’d love to see lots of you at our next volunteer morning tea with our special 
guest speaker John Maher. John is a nationally recognised presenter with a powerful 
message about road safety. The event is free, includes morning tea and is in a 
wonderful venue at M.A.D.E. in Stawell Street South. Being volunteer week we have 
opened the event to all Ballarat volunteers. Please RSVP to Marilyn – 5332 1054. 
 
Cheers, Brett 

 

 

 

http://www.heritageweekend.com.au/
mailto:marilyn@royalsouthstreet.com.au?subject=John%20Maher%20Talk


 

 

JOHN MAHER - 'CARMEN’S ROAD SAFETY' Presents the 

story of losing his daughter Carmen in a road accident at just 18 

years of age. Last year alone, John spoke at 72 schools with 

16,000 students hearing Carmen’s story. 

Free event with morning tea included 

Date: Thursday, May 14 at 10.00am  

Venue: M.A.D.E. Museum of Australian Democracy at Eureka, 

Stawell Street South, Eureka 

RSVP:  by May 12 to Marilyn 5332 1054 

 

-o0o- 

 

 

April 22 - Don Moss at the Ballarat Town Hall 

   

The feedback from Royal South Street Volunteers 

following April's event in the Trench Room has 

been great.  And what an entertaining talk it 

was!   We loved the humour Don employed to get 

across a serious matter.  Some of the images will 

be forever implanted in our memories.    

Thanks Don. 

   

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Les Holloway really enjoys 
himself as Town Cryer. 
 

 Volunteers also enjoyed a tour of the Town Hall by Rob McVitty. 

His interesting talk covered the history of the building, with it's 

central clock tower, unusual pedimented end pavilions with fan-

shaped glazing, the eight "Alfred Bells" in the clock tower 

weighing four and a half tons, and the Court Room which is now 

the "Trench room", where we enjoyed a cuppa and catch up.                        

Thanks Rob  

 

The following is an important message from Graeme Russell - 

Theatre Manager 

Her Majesty's Theatre 

sent on May 4, 2015 
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"Hello everyone. 

 .......Evacuation training will be COMPULSORY (due to City of Ballarat and Her Majesty’s Risk 

Assessment and minimisation procedures) for all staff and volunteers filling shifts at Her Majesty’s 

Ballarat for all hirers.   This is to fulfil requirements of the Workplace Health and Safety Act 2012 

which requires that all staff and volunteers operating in positions required to assist in evacuation 

attend Evacuation Training.  This includes:  

 Front of House Managers, Ushers and Door-people, Duty Technicians, 

Stage Managers, Technicians 

Evacuation training day is SATURDAY 18 JULY 2015 from 9.30am until 1.00pm 

Please ensure all those who intend to volunteer as either Ushers or technical staff from 1 July 2015 

until 30 June 2016 are in attendance at this training day." 

"...... all in attendance will be issued with a “Trained to Work” (working title!) card.  These will be 

numbered and we will then require all numbers to be registered with rosters before Volunteers are 

allowed to work at Her Majesty’s Ballarat.  All volunteers will be expected to carry these cards 

when on a shift at Her Majesty’s, whatever organisation they are working for."  

Thank you and we’ll see you in the 18
th
 of July. 

Graeme Russell 

Theatre Manager 

 

South Street is seeking alternative dates.  If this can be arranged we will of course inform you 
as soon as possible. 

Please advise your attendance at Evacuation Training to Marilyn - RSVP by 
Wednesday 15 July  

 

 

 

Annual General Meeting 
Board update 

  
At this years Royal South Street Society AGM 3 board nominations 
were received for the 3 impending vacancies, as such a vote was not 
required.  Two of the nominations came from existing board members 
Tony Cole and Michael Porter with the third from ex-officio Georgia 
English.  On April 20

th
 John Clark announced he was resigning from 

the board which has created a casual vacancy. Recruiting will 
commence for a suitably qualified board member with a love of the 
performing arts. Thanks go to John for his many years of dedicated 
service to the society (the last 12 months as a board member) and 
especially for his work with the historical sub-committee.  At the April 
meeting of the board an election was held to fill the Office Bearer 
positions, with the outcome as follows...  

Chairman: Ron Harrington OAM 

Deputy Chairman: Peter Zala 

Treasurer: Janice Shelmerdine 

Secretary: Ric Dunlop 
 

Our thanks go to the board who of course are all volunteers like you 

 

mailto:marilyn@royalsouthstreet.com.au?subject=Her%20Majesty%27s%20Theatre%20Evacuation%20Training%20-%20July%2018%20
mailto:marilyn@royalsouthstreet.com.au?subject=Her%20Majesty%27s%20Theatre%20Evacuation%20Training%20-%20July%2018%20


 

 

 
 

 

 

Debating 27 July – 31 July 

Pianoforte 29 July – 31 July 

Chopin 1-Aug 

W&D Finance Speech & Drama 

Competition 
10 August – 14 August 

Victorian Brass & Concert Band 

Championships 
15 & 16 August 

Debating Semi Final 17 August 

Debating Final 24 August 

Classical Vocal 18 August 

Herald Sun Aria Heats & Semi Final 21 & 22 August 

Herald Sun Aria Final 27-Oct 

City of Ballarat Choral Contest 23 August – 25 August 

Instrumental Solos 25 August – 27 August 

Freemasons Victoria Festival of Bands 29 August  – 5 Sept 

Contemporary Vocal & Country Music 10 Sept – 13 Sept 

Energetiks Dance Competition 15 Sept – 3 Oct 

Commbank Calisthenics Competition 5 – 31 October 
  

 

 

Competition 

How many volunteers can we recruit for 2015 Competition season?   Well let's all 
give it a crack.  Brett has come up with a prize (a really good one like a getaway 
package) for the volunteer who can recommend the most new volunteers between 
now and July 24.  The Expression of Interest form for New Volunteers can be found 
on the Royal South Street website http://royalsouthstreet.com.au/   
Click on About Us, then in the drop down menu double click on Volunteers.  
 
 
 

 

 

  
  

 

Oh Ballarat how surprising you are in May. Crisp mornings, blue skies, 

freakish wind, drenching rains, and so many great things to participate in - 

Heritage Weekend 

Miss Saigon 

and, so much more. 

But I'm leaving you for a little while.  I'm having a holiday and will be back 

on June 1. 

Colleen Holloway will be answering your questions until then. 

Best wishes from   Marilyn 
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