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A word from Brett 

It was a great privilege to be invited to farewell Victoria’s outgoing Governor Alex Chernov at a function 
recently at Government House. I attended with Ron & Dawn Harington and Tony Cole. The Governor 
has been our honorary patron for the last few years. From July 1st Linda Dessau took over as Victoria’s 
first female Governor, we will write to her soon to see if she will continue with this fine tradition. 
 

As you may be aware next year is our 125th year of competition, a very special milestone. To help 
coordinate the celebration a Project Officer will be employed with recruiting currently underway. Of 
course any volunteer support to help assist this role would be gladly welcomed. 
 

The historical sub-committee is now meeting regularly to plan its activities for the 125th and I’m pleased 
to report we have two great new recruits. Kelly Steegstra from Sovereign Hill (who many of you will 

know) and Dr Anne Beggs-Sunter, a highly regarded lecturer at Federation University. Welcome Kelly & Anne. 
Earlier this week I met with the new editor of The Courier Eugene Duffy. I used to work with him back in my newspaper days 
and he is a great fellow who is very community focused. We spoke about the great stories and images South Street can 
provide as well as possible publishing activities for the 125th. He was very receptive and promised much support. 
 

My thanks to Marilyn for creating South Streets first online availability forms, designed to make this process easier for all 
concerned. This process will become second nature given time and I’d like to thank you for your understanding as we take this 
step forward. 
 

Finally, thanks go to Bill Mundy and the local Telstra team who’ve made a significant donation to South Street through the 
Ballarat Foundation. For a huge business Telstra are very community minded and constantly support not for profits like South 
Street. Thanks Telstra! 
 

For now it’s back to work as it all begins later this month.   
                                     Cheers, Brett 

All South Street Volunteers 

Her Majesty's Theatre Evacuation training day is SATURDAY 18 JULY 2015 
from 9.30am until 1.00pm approx 

 

South Street is still seeking alternative dates.  We will advise the dates as soon as they are 
confirmed. 

Next year's date is SUNDAY 20 MARCH 2016. 

 

 

 

Volunteers - drop in to  

the office and pick your 

free Bumper sticker! 
 

 



 

Retirement  

 

 

The Society has been so well served by many amazing people and none more so than Vivienne Edlund 

who, in her quiet and thorough way has coordinated the Writers for many, many years. Indeed she was a 

regular member of the Team prior to accepting this appointment.   Her attention to detail, the training of our 

Writers, her preparation of rosters and her constant support of her team has enabled RSSS to function 

seamlessly, professionally and with much warm oversight. Often it is the Writer who has the first prolonged 

contact with our Adjudicators and Vivienne has always made them feel at home, steered them through the 

peculiarities of each Discipline. and ensured that their experience of the “Comps” is all that we would wish. 

Session chairpersons will miss her warm wave from the box in the Dress Circle and her attention to the 

accuracy of the results. Thank you Vivienne.  Along with your Team of Writers, we will most sincerely miss 

you.  

 

Writers News 

 

 

Alex Ball has been appointed to the position of Writers Coordinator.  Alex has been a Writer 

for 10years, and writes for all Sections with great enthusiasm.  He is now retired, and latterly 

was an Integration Teacher at Bacchus Marsh Grammar dealing particularly with students with 

special needs.  Alex is an avid traveller, particularly enjoying visits to Asia and the Middle 

East. He is interested in all forms of the Performing Arts and subscribes to a number of Theatre 

Groups in Melbourne and elsewhere, and is an active member of the Guides of Her Majesty’s 

enjoying relating the history of the theatre.  Here’s a few more interesting bits too- 

 A Volunteer at Sovereign Hill where he has done a lot of work cataloguing the 

costumes, and genuine clothes that have been donated from that era 

 Avid traveller, particularly enjoying visits to Asia and the Middle East 

 A great reader 

 Moved from Mildura to study at Ballarat Teachers College and has remained in this 

area for most of his career  

 Has been the only male writer in our group for some time   

 Handles any hassles with great aplomb 
  

 
 

 

Flyers 

Distribution of flyers to venues in the Ballarat CBD and surrounds has started. The 

promotion covers:  

1. Celebrating Chopin at the Art Gallery 

2. Herald Sun Aria from Grand Opera in Her Majesty's Ballarat 

I had the privilege of enjoying both events last year and was so impressed. Tell 

everyone not to miss these first class events held in the cream of our historic 

buildings. 

 



 

 

Volunteer Recruiting Competition  

 
This is bubbling along.   
 
The Prize?   High Tea for two at Craig's Royal Hotel for the volunteer who 
can recommend the most new volunteers between now and July 24.  The 
Expression of Interest Form for New Volunteers can be found on the 
website by going to About Us, then double clicking on Volunteers.  Or drop 
into the office and pick up a handful to distribute. 
 
...thanks to those who are encouraging others to become part of the South 
Street Volunteering family 
 

 
 

Volunteer IT desk 

Tuesday is Volunteer IT help day! 
 

In response to our brainstorming sessions towards the end of last year every  
Tuesday from now until the end of October all Volunteers are welcome to use  
the office computer facilities to access South Street emails and complete online 
documentation for things like availability.  Marilyn will be in the office and ready  
to be your one-on-one trainer.  Pop in if you need help with IT/RSSS matters 
 

 

 

._ Out of Season Events  
The last pre-season event 2015 was held on June 22 at the Art 

Gallery of Ballarat, very successfully, thanks to Art Gallery 

Volunteer Geraldine Roberts. Gordon Morrison, the Gallery 

Director passed on interesting and funny anecdotes about the 

amazingly diverse items - including mummified cats!! - pulled 

out of storage just for our visit. Julie McLaren assisted with 

showing off various items while Peter Freund demonstrated 

the abilities of an unbelievable antique organ. Coffee, tea and 

yummy biscuits were served on arrival to warm us up.  Great 

feedback was received after this event. Thank you Art Gallery 

of Ballarat staff for entertaining us so well. 

 

Hands up for Volunteers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Out of Season Events  
The last pre-season event 2015 was held on June 22 at the Art Gallery of Ballarat. Very 

successfully, thanks to Art Gallery Volunteer Geraldine Roberts.  

 

 

Availabilities for Debating and Pianoforte have been sent out and the forms are coming 
through.  Thanks Volunteers for being so prompt with your replies. 

The response to online completion of availability has been good and I am pleased to report Debating 
went smoothly.   

 



 

Shirts 

Is last year’s looking tired? 

Do you need a new one or two? 

New to Volunteering in 2015? 
If you answered YES to any of the above - orders for shirts are being taken 

now.  Just let me know what size.   This quality item is available to 

Volunteers for $15 with the bulk of the cost picked up by a highly valued 

sponsor - The Rotary Club of Ballarat South. 
 

 

 
 

2015 Diary Dates  

Debating 27 Jul – 31 Jul 

Pianoforte 29 Jul – 31 Jul 

Chopin 1-Aug 

W&D Finance Speech & Drama Competition 7 – 14 Aug 

Victorian Brass & Concert Band Championships 15 & 16 Aug 

Debating Semi Final 17 Aug 

Debating Final 24 Aug 

Classical Vocal 18 Aug 

Herald Sun Aria Heats & Semi Final 21 & 22 Aug 

Herald Sun Aria Final 20 Oct 

City of Ballarat Choral Contest 24  – 25 Aug 

Instrumental Solos 25 Aug– 27 Aug 

Freemasons Victoria Festival of Bands 29 Aug – 5 Sept 

Contemporary Vocal & Country Music 10 – 13 Sept 

Energetiks Dance Competition 15 Sept – 3 Oct 

Commbank Calisthenics Competition 5 – 31 Oct 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
As I stroll by the Pop-up Ice Skating rink in Armstrong Street, I am 
captivated by the joyful sounds bouncing out to meet me. Occasionally, I've 
been lured inside, but have not donned the skates and will not be tempted to 
either.  Fear of broken limbs is part of the story - total humiliation is 
something I don't relish!  However, I am enjoying winter in other face saving 
ways.  I hope you’re keeping warm too.  

Marilyn  

  
 

  

 


