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A word from Brett 

You can already tick these disciplines off the list for season 2015… Debating heats, 

Pianoforte and Chopin. It’s amazing how the Eisteddfod seems to gain more and more 

momentum once we start. Speech & Drama is currently on at the Diocesan Centre and my 

thanks to those volunteers that are making it possible. Keep an eye out for a young lady 

with the surname of “Macdonald” competing later this week. She’s my youngest daughter 

and is just a little bit nervous! 

 

 

South Street is pleased to welcome Jenny Dickson to the team as our 125 Project Officer. Jenny comes with a 

wealth of project, fundraising and event experience and will help us create a year full of festivities next year. 

If you’ve ever thought of volunteering at South Street at another level then you may wish to consider the board of 

directors. There is currently a vacancy that needs to be filled by a suitably skilled person. Desirable skills include 

accounting, HR and business. Of course a passion for the performing arts also helps. Contact me if you’d like 

more details. 

Our friends in local radio have been more than obliging lately with ABC Ballarat now the new sponsor of the 

Victorian Band Championships. Dominic Brine has created a 30 second promo for us and is giving away tickets all 

this week. He will also host a couple of sections on the weekend. 3BA have also been great allowing us to 

sponsor the morning show “Ballarat Today”. 

Later in this newsletter you’ll read information about Volunteer shirts which will continue once again this year. 

Thanks to the generous support of the Rotary Club of Ballarat South for making this initiative possible. 

Also in this newsletter you’ll see a link to cheap movie tickets from the Regent. Be sure to use these coupons as 

not only do they save you money but South Street benefits through a cash donation with every ticket sold. 

Finally a big thank you to Bob Matthews who took over as Chairman of Celebrating Chopin at the last minute 

when Wendy Rechenberg went down ill. It’s a tough gig full of difficult pronunciations but Bob handled it 

beautifully. Of Course! 

                                                                                                            Cheers, Brett 
 
 

 

Free 

The Competition Calendar can be picked up at many venues around Ballarat and, 

of course, the South Street Office, upstairs in the Eureka House Building at 11 

Lydiard Street South.  

 

Bumper stickers are also free too.  We expect to see these all over town before 

too long.   Pop in  soon - we'd love to see you.  

 



 

The Pianoforte Committee would like to thank the willing volunteers who 
assisted us during this section at the Diosecan Centre and at the Gallery. 
Some of you were new to this discipline, others have helped for many 
years.  We hope that you enjoyed the tasks required and that you may 
choose to help next year. 
Thank you to Joan J, Pam, Marion W, Meridyth, Lynn, Sue, Doug, Jill, Betty, 
Peter, Robert, Maurie, Christina, Joan B, Chris, Graeme, Kerry, Arnie, Bev, 
Shirley, Joyce, Kaye, Judy, Cath, Bob, Wendy and Lesley. I hope nobody 
has been forgotten. 

The Pianoforte Committee would like to thank the willing volunteers who assisted us during this section at 

the Diosecan Centre and at the Gallery. Some of you were new to this discipline, others have helped for 

many years.  We hope that you enjoyed the tasks required and that you may choose to help next year.  

Thank you to Joan J, Pam, Marion W, Meridyth, Lynn, Sue, Doug, Jill, Betty, Peter, Robert, Maurie, 

Christina, Joan B, Chris, Graeme, Kerry, Arnie, Bev, Shirley, Joyce, Kaye, Judy, Cath, Bob, Wendy and 

Lesley. I hope nobody has been forgotten. The talent of the students is amazing and I am sure that there 

will be some that go on to bigger and better things. Our adjudicator Caroline Almonte at the Diosecan 

Centre was joined by Ian Munro at the Gallery. Both are very fine pianists and we appreciated the advice 

and encouragement that they gave to the young performers.  Thank you also to Colleen at the office for 

liaising with the adjudicators and competitors and her willing support of the discipline when under quite a 

bit of pressure.                                                                                        Marion Blythman   Discipline Chair 

 Competition Guide Book and Program 

The Guide Books and Programs for Classical Vocal, Herald Sun 

Aria, City of Ballarat Choral Contest and Contemporary Vocal and 

Country Music, as well as the Freemasons Victoria Festival of 

Bands & Strings and Instrumental Solos are both on sale now at the 

South Street Office - only $10.00.  
 

 

 

  Love Movies, Love South Street 

Exciting news, Regent Cinemas have joined as sponsors of Royal South Street with a 

great offer.  Buy a movie ticket with your voucher (regular or Gold Class) and Regent 

Cinemas will donate a portion back to South Street! 

Pick some up from the South Street office. 

 

 

 

Thank you  to the 90 or so South Street Volunteers who gave up their valuable time on Saturday July 18 

to attend Her Majesty's Evacuation Training. I expect your "Ready for Work Cards" will be arriving very soon. 

Others have attended add-on evacuation training for Front of House with Jon Harris of Her 

Majesty’s.  Feedback from these sessions has been very positive. I encourage Front of House volunteers to join 

a training session as some things have changed and revision of skills and knowledge is always a good thing.   

Further dates for Front of House training will be announced soon. 
 

Curtain Training dates are: 

Thursday August 27, 3.00pm – 7.00pm  -    Saturday Sept 5, 9.00am – 12noon 

and Wednesday Sept 9, 3.00pm to 7.00pm 



 

 

Volunteer 2015 Identification Cards and Unrestricted Parking Tickets 

 Parking and ID cards are available at the South Street office in Eureka House.   

This year’s ID pouches have an easy to access insert for your Working With 

Children Card.  Please remember to have your card with you at all times when 

you are Volunteering with South Street.  I have photocopied mine and it tucks 

in the back allowing easy reference to my status.  
 

 

 

 

                                               Shirley Symes, Alex Ball and Rebecca Norris                         Photo: The Courier 

South Street Volunteers were celebrated in the Courier Newspaper for their Weekender liftout on July 18. Thanks 

to all who contributed their stories and made themselves available for photographs in Her Maj.  Also featuring in 

the Courier recently - RSSS Launch, RSSS performers, and the RSSS contribution to the local economy. 

 Volunteer IT desk  

Tuesday is Volunteer IT help day! 

In response to our brainstorming sessions towards the end of last year every 

Tuesday from now until the end of October all Volunteers are welcome to 

use the office computer facilities to access South Street emails and 

complete online documentation for things like availability.  Marilyn will be in 

the office and ready to be your one-on-one trainer.  Pop in if you need help 

with IT/RSSS matters.  

 

Flyers - Call for help 

Volunteers needed for cafe and business brochure drop in the CBD 

and anywhere we can meet prospective audience members and 

volunteers. 

You may have noticed the hard work behind the scenes to raise our 

profile is paying dividends and volunteers have successfully been 

starring in the local media along with advantageous news stories.   

Brochures appearing at many locations all over town add another 

layer of meeting and communicating with our Ballarat audience. 

 

Phone 5332 1054  
 

 

  Congratulations 

Lorraine & Lloyd Harvey and Dawn and Ron Harrington 

 

50 Years ago - Robert Menzies was Prime Minister, The Seekers single 

 I'll Never Find Another You reached #1 in the UK charts, The 1st Battalion, 

Royal Australian Regiment leaves for Vietnam on HMAS Sydney.  

 

 

 



 

 

Hands up for Volunteers 

 

 

 

A friend sent me a list of the things people regret when they get old. 

Not volunteering enough came in at about no 4 

Apparently when one is nearing the end of one’s life without having helped to make the 

world a better place is a great source of sadness. 

We can help to overcome this sense of sadness by encouraging others to volunteer. 
 

 

 

Shirts  

Roger Henstridge, Community Services Director from the Rotary Club of Ballarat 

South presented South Street with a cheque to help fund our purchase of shirts for 

volunteers.. Thank you Ballarat South Rotary for your generous support.  It is very 

much appreciated.    Orders for shirts are being taken now and will be passed on 

to the embroiderer this week. Just let me know what size. This quality item is 

available to Volunteers for $15  

 
 

 

  

Debating Semi Final 17 August 

Debating Final 24 August 

Classical Vocal 18 August 

Herald Sun Aria Heats & Semi Final 21 & 22 August 

Herald Sun Aria Final 20 October 

City of Ballarat Choral Contest 24 August – 25 August 

Instrumental Solos 25 August – 27 August 

Freemasons Victoria Festival of Bands 29 August  – 5 Sept 

Contemporary Vocal & Country Music 10 Sept – 13 Sept 

Energetiks Dance Competition 15 Sept – 3 Oct 

Commbank Calisthenics Competition 5 – 31 October 

2015 Diary 

Dates  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The best pie in Ballarat has been awarded to Craig's Hotel. 

Sounds like a "wonderful winter warmer" to me.  Of course that 

term traditionally refers to hot spiced beverages rather than pies, 

but for me sitting around an open fire enjoying food and drink 

seems to fit the bill at this time of year. 

Marilyn  

  

  

 

 


