
 

 

  

 A word from Brett  
Welcome to our final volunteer newsletter for 2016, a year that has been very special for South Street as 
we celebrated 125 years of pure performance gold. 
The anniversary relates to how many years we’ve been in existence since our first Eisteddfod in 1891, 
we’ve actually been around 137 years. We were founded as the Young Men’s Debating Society in 1879 with 
the aim of 'refining the manners, cultivating the mind and stimulating the intellect.’ Got to love that aim! 
On top of a very successful Eisteddfod in 2016 the year saw much activity for the anniversary. It started 
with a float in the Begonia Festival parade, then we had a ‘great debate’ in the Town Hall featuring high 
profile debaters including the Mayor at the time Des Hudson and editor of The Courier Eugene Duffy. Our 
adjudicator you may recall was Federal Member for Ballarat Catherine King. We also put our rich history 
online for the first time with a brand new website, held a Black Tie fundraising dinner, presented Michael 
Griffiths as ‘Cole’ in a special volunteer thank you concert and of course wrapped up the year with the 
unveiling of our founders restored grave. As the year progressed we also collected your South Street 
stories, quite a few of which are now online as video’s, go to www.125.royalsouthstreet.com.au  to view 
them. 
2016 will also be remembered for introducing the all new Cali Solo which was all but a sell out and will of 
course return next year. Plus, we took South Street to a night club for the first time with Mi Sound 
especially created for VCE / VET performing arts students. 
We had a couple of ‘wins’ during the year as well with Ron Harrington being honored with a Calisthenics 
Victoria “Service to Calisthenics” award and the Society took out the Business Excellence Awards “Special 
Events and Attractions” category. Phew, what a year! 
Next year we turn our attention to introducing a new All Abilities Eisteddfod for people with a disability. 
South Street should be and will be more inclusive. We also hope to introduce an electronic registration 
process into our venues with developers currently working with the South Street team to develop the 
program. 
Of course none of the above could be achieved without you, our volunteers. Your dedication and 
commitment make the Eisteddfod possible, thank you. 
Have a happy and safe Christmas and I look forward to seeing you next year, perhaps at our come and try 
Croquet day! 
Until next month. Cheers, Brett 
 

Fun Facts off the Roster: 
 

 197 individual volunteers gave up their time to work at the Comps this year, clocking up a 

total of 9,976 rostered hours - one person would have to work 5 yrs 4 months to reach that 

number and we did it in 3 months!  

 55% of you gave us up to 40 hrs, 30% between 40 & 100hrs (that's 2 1/2 weeks!), 10.5% 

dedicated up to 190 hrs & 3% some 190 plus hours (over 5 weeks!)   

 

 

Royal South Street  
Volunteer Newsletter  
December 2016 

  

http://royalsouthstreet.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=515de620f2585cd9479f85562&id=a86376cdaa&e=5c21e8713a


 

 

  

Rewards 4 U: 
We understand the satisfaction that comes from helping to 

stage South Street, providing Australia's next generation of 

performers with important opportunities to hone 

their stage craft and extend their artistic talents. We 

thank you for your efforts and hope you have enjoyed the 

rewards we were able to offer in 2016, including: 

 our Volunteer Concert in May, featuring Michael 

Griffiths as Cole  

 125 year Volunteer Pin (still available from the office 

if you missed out)  

 paying it forward with 2017 credit passes for all who 

worked in the final week of the Comps  

 Out of Comp Outings including a tour of the Telstra 

Exchange, the South Street Odyssey tour and History & 

Roses event at the Ballarat Cemetery - stand by for a 

'Come & Try Croquet' with morning tea on Wed 1 Feb 

2017.  

 A fabulous Xmas at the Movies Party thanks to Regent 

cinema  

 And thanks to sponsors for voucher give aways randomly 

drawn from this years active volunteer list:  

o 4 X $25 Lake View voucher to Dianne Davidson, Pam 

Gilbert, Irene Warfe & Julian Dzioba  

o $50 La Porchetta voucher to Caron Caviler  

o Mecure Hotel for Billys Bistro dinner for two 

voucher to Christopher Grant  

o $10 Pancake Kitchen voucher for each vol who worked 

on the last day of the Comps plus some for Xmas 

party give aways:)  

...& thanks, thanks, thanks to you! 

 

PS: did you usher during Calisthenics? Were you part of the team that 

helped a patron with a walking frame during Inters week? Yes, then 

you are champions! The Cal grapevine goes far and wide and we've 

had great feedback about how you just made this lady's visit to the 

comps a dream. Well done you! 

 

 



 

 

 Xmas at the Movies 
Great to see so many of you at our recent Christmas Party at the Regent 

Cinema. After gathering in the Marble Room for some refreshments we enjoyed 

the delightful movie 'The Queen of Katwa'. Big thanks to the Regent Cinema for 

hosting such a fab party. Some snaps of the action below: 

 

 

 

  

  

Did you make it onto the 

roster in 2016?  
 

If you did then we have a Certificate of 

Appreciation with your name on it! If you couldn't 

collect yours at our Xmas Movie night then drop 

by the office this week and pick it up - we would 

love to see you, (or visit in the new year when we 

re-open Mon 9 Jan). 

And we would like to wish all of our Volunteers a 

merry and safe festive season. We hope you will 

join us again in 2017. 

 
 


