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Royal South Street Society - Funding Impact Overview

About RSSS

Royal South Street Society (RSSS) delivers Victoria's largest youth performing arts pathway,
strengthening the creative workforce through structured performance, adjudication, and
professional development for emerging artists, educators, technicians, and arts administrators.
Operating from regional Victoria, RSSS drives cultural participation, engaging thousands of
young people, families, volunteers, and audiences annually, ensuring equitable access to high-
quality arts experiences beyond metropolitan centres.

Participation builds transferable skills, confidence, wellbeing, and lifelong creative engagement
for young Victorians, while also supporting mentors, adjudicators, and creative practitioners
through paid and professional pathways. With a 135-year legacy and forward-focused strategy,
RSSS sustains Victoria's performing arts sector by developing talent pipelines, strengthening
regional creative ecosystems, and maintaining vital cultural infrastructure.

How You Can Help
« Fund operational coordination, events, programs, equitable access initiatives, and digital

systems
« Partner with a proven, high-value, low-cost organisation with 135 years of cultural impact
« Support a program ready to collaborate with government and private partners to grow
Victoria's creative talent and regional arts sector
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2025 IMPACT
SNAPSHOT

20 OO0 PAIRS OF FEET

D ON STAGE
25 000+ PARTICIPANTS
18,750+ ReGIONAL REACH

14,0001- AUDIENCE

135 YEARS OF OPERATION

110 VOLUNTEERS
© DISCIPLINES
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TOURISM & ECONOMY

86 % of our participants stay, eat, shop and visit Ballarat because of the eisteddfod!
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Find somathing unexpected....
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PERFORMERS

Participants report increased confidence and performance readiness

r
NUMBER OF ENTRIES
The number of individual entries in our 2025
Royal South Street Society Ballarat Eisteddfod
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NUMBER OF ALUMNI

IN EXCESS OF

1.3 MILLION

Estimated number of past performers (alumni)
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PAIRS OF FEET ON STAGE

29, 000+

The number of pairs of feet on our stages from all
over Australia on our stages throughout the 2025

on our stages over the past 135 years J
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PARTICIPATING SCHOOLS

25 Primary Schools
48 Secondary Schools
143 Performing Arts Schools/Clubs

\ season of events )
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SUPPORT & SPONSORSHIP
$160,000
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c ~Annual supported sponsorships, donations
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& and trusts towards prize money, trophies
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i and events for our performers
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SCHOLARSHIPS & WORKSHOPS
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With the support of industry arts partners we connected
students with study and development scholarships,
workshops & performance opportunities to enhance

1
O

Pt

J

it

\ their performing arts development )
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BALLARAT COMMUNITY

Volunteers are engaged in the community and develop skills and networks
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ROYAL SOUTH STREET SOCIETY

Teachers use RSSS adjudication feedback as professional development

NUMBER OF ADJUDICATORS k

High level industry professionals employed to
provide critical feedback performers in all disciplines J

FIRST NATIONS )
PERFORMING ARTISTS

We recognise Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander people as our first
storytellers and performing artists
through word, music, dance and
cultural practices, and continue to
develop our understanding and
opportunities for Indigenous
performing arts. New First Nations

k scholarships introduced in 2025. J
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We play a vital role in nurturing performing arts
talent across local, state, and national levels. We
champion excellence and inclusion across all art

forms, supporting diversity in schools and
communities alike. By engaging and connecting
performers, industry professionals, adjudicators,
and associations nationwide, we strengthen the
broader arts ecosystem.
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i NUMBER OF DISCIPLINES

1- All Abilities

2 - Dance

3 - Debating

4 - Calisthenics

5 - Choral

6 - Pianoforte & Chopin

7 - Instrumental

8 - Speech, Drama & Comedy
9 - Vocal & Aria

ALL ABILITIES
PERFORMING ARTS
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ALL AIILITIES /

For all performers and all abilities! 50 performances at our
our 2025 UFS All Abilities Performing Arts Showcase. _J
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NUMBER OF SECTIONS

708

Number of individual sections/genres within our9
disciplines in 2025, displaying a phenomenal range
L of talent throughout each season J

ROYAL SOUTH STREET SOCIETY
BALLARAT EISTEDDFOD



ROYAL SOUTH STREET SOCIETY

2023 IMPACT REPORT

BALLARAT CULTURE & HERITAGE

Victoria’s largest youth performing arts pathway and regional creative workforce pipeline
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SUPPLIERS & VENUES

Past participants progress into professional or tertiary arts pathways

NUMBER OF SUPPLIERS k

100+

Proudly supporting a wide range of local and industry
suppliers to facilitate our annual Eisteddfod season
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LOCAL SUPPORTERS

150+

Businesses / organisations / clubs / individuals that
support RSSS performers through prize /award

\ donations & sponsorship
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We proudly champion local suppliers,venues and
businesses. Our events generate demand for
theatre and stage production services, creating
meaningful economic opportunities for venue
operators. We play a vital role in supporting the
upkeep, preservation, and continued development
of Ballarat's historic performance venues, helping
them thrive for future generations.
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DEVELOPMENT OF THEATRESN

$16.3 million
HERMANITYS

RSSS has been integral to the City of Ballarat securing
govt funding for the development and restoration of
Her Majesty’s Theatre since 1987 )
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SUPPORTING LOCAL VENUES

Her Majesty’s Theatre - 6 weeks
Founders Theatre - 2 weeks
Ballarat Mechanics Institute - 3 weeks
ACU - 2 weeks

Ballarat Specialist School - 3 days
BPAC - Youth Comedy Workshop

Contributing to the income, employment
and promotion of local venues
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TEACHERS & COACHES

Teachers and coaches employed |

by over 216 different partlclpatlng
primary, secondary and
performing arts schools to guide,
prepare and refine their students
for performance
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