Mary Miller

The triumph and tragedy

Winner of the 1948
Herald Sun Aria
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Australia’s Notable Young Soprano. i |
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 Simmons, East St.

Promising young soprano
Mary Miller announced as
one of the semi-finalists of
the 1948 Herald Sun Aria
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HE eight competitors selected to

contest the 500-guineas Sun Aria
final in Melbourne Town Hall on Mon-
day night are:— ! '

ROBERT SIMMONS, of EastSt. Kilda;
JOAN ARNOLD, of Prahran;
BETTINE McCAUGHAN, of Brightor Be
BETTY FRETWELL, of Camegie
LESLEY ALLEN, of Preston; :
GLORIA READ, of Cronulia,
MARY' MILLER, of Ormond;
NITA MAUGHAN, of En
They were selected from
the Alfred Hall, Ballarat, last
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Mary won with
the highest
score ever
received.

Mary Miller
Gl Wins Aria

The final of the “Sun” Aria
competition was won in the
Town Hall last night by the
sopranc Mary Miller, of Or-
‘mond, from seven other final-
llst;s
| Miss Miller sang t.he Mad
‘Scene from Thomas’ Hamlet,
and the Bell Song from La.lf.me.
by Delibes. = ;

Of her the a.djudicator- - 'J;.-‘
Thorold Waters, said that her
yoice was a brilliant and flex-
ible soprano and that she could
go a long way if she cared. 'I'he
prize is 350 guinaas T

The second of &
guineas went to .I
of Prahraf, And i
24 , to Robert




And the tragedy to come...

o

!Mary Miller
In Hospital

Seoprano Mary Miller,
winner of the 1948 Sun
Aria, is very ill in the

. Royal Melbourne Hos-

' pital following a serious
abdominal eoperation
this week.

MISS MILLER'S condition is

still serious and all sing-
ing engagemenis have been
. CAnCelled  for
rseveral
: M ont hs
¢ ahead.
: _Her role of
The Queen
& o f t h e
Night’’ in|
'l'd ozart's
The Magic
Flute,” which
t will open at
¢ the Princess

. this
Thursday
 night,  No-

Crouch, winner of “this
Sydn i year'’s
ﬁ{: uche y_ Eisteddf: ~ Miss
Au;ulﬂt br ‘Madame Florence
ey A wignsr, dove

Mill Mar
barign:sw_ logether ‘:’h‘é

Radio listeners shared a
common grief when the news
came over the air on Satur-
day that Mary Miller, favor-
itr soprano of Victorin and

MARY MILLER

winner of the last “Sun” Aria
j Contest, had died in the Royal
Melbourne  Hospital that
, morning at 3 o'clock. :
| Her illness, which ocecurred
about a month after she had won
the ‘Sun" Contest, had been the
subject of sympathetic conversas
tion in almost every home, and
hundreds of inquiries were re-
ceived by the hospital each day
concerning her condition, el
Mary was a sweet and unas-
suming girl, and seldomt has Iﬁ’
passing of an artist struck such a
responsive chord in the hearts o
50 many. Her death on the ve
of what could have been an
standing career came as a 8
even to people to whom she
known only by her peerless
paper, which pl
small part in making
to a wider publie,
‘Sorrowing relatives
| Sympathy,

Only three short months after winning the
aria, Mary died unexpectedly of cancer. Not
having realised she was so unwell, this came

as a huge shock to all.



A memorial concert was held in her honor

ORGAN]SED

GOD SAVE Thp K
ROBERT SIMMONS

The Prologue (Pagliacef) ... . | LN
O del mio amatoben ... ... ... =~ % e

JOAN ARNOLD
Prelude (Cycle of Life) . ., '
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A corner of the ward at Royal Melbourne Hospita] o
permanently by proceeds of this concert, in Mary
At the entrance to the ward will be a bronge pla

be endoweq
Miller’s Name,
que inscribed:

IN MEMORY OF

I MARY MILLER |

By the co-operation of many sympathetic admirers through
The Sun News-Pictorial this ward is permanently endowed in
fond memory of MARY MILLER, brilliant Australian singer,

SUN ARIA WINNER, Qcteber 10, 1948.
(Australia’s Greatest Vocal Prize)

Died January 8, 1949
(Aged 22 years)

“Put your hand in the hand of God. That shall be fo you
better than a light and safer than a known way.”
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AILSA MCKENZIE
Softly Awakes My Heart (Samson and Delilah) ... ___
Beloved .

- Saint Saens.
Michael Head

ANTHONY STRANGE
Coletts ... oee: oo
To a Miniature ... ... . .
Little Irish Girl .

- Edith Harrhy.
May Brahe.
. Herman Lohr.

ERNEST GREAVES.

Sonatina ... ...

AHO30 S o R T S sH R e e G e o i ‘I’!z:ch
TheSW&h..,........,..‘.‘ c smmslelaSie Lo ... . Saint Soens.

ANTHONY STRANGE and JOYCE MACARTNEY
Deep in My Heart, Dear (Student Prince) .. St >
‘The Flower (Lilac Time) ...
You'd Better Ask Me .

WILLIAM LAIRD
Lord Randall . el
Largo el F‘actctnm (Barher ot Sevilha)

Rossini,
NANCE OSBORNE and JOHN
Meryl Ross) AMADIO (Accompa.mste

Shadow Song (Dinorah) . .

EUNICE GARLAND
Rhapsody .

- -Herman Lghr.

e arr, by Cyril Scott.

. Meyerbeer

i Ly Dohnanyi.
BETTINE McCAUGHAN, JO

Sl o SKASEHN DUDLEY, ATLSA McKENZIE
Quartet (Rigaletto) .

+ ool e | ST R, - Verdi.
Official Accmnpanist: HENRI PORTNOJ
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Tonight's concert takes the place of
1 the complimentary concert usually given
to help singers who win The Sun Aria
contest,

The Silver Jubilee of The Sun Aria will

be marked this year by the 1949 Finals
| at Melbourne Town Hall on Monday,
October 10th.

Portrait of Miss Mary Miller by courtesy
of New Talma Studios.



MELBOURNE TOWN HALL
was crowded last night for
the concert organisud by The
Sun to raise funds for a
memorial to Mary Miller, win-
ner of The Sun Aria in 1948,
Mary Miller was on

threshold of a brilliant career £
as a vocalist when she died in
Royal Melbourne Hospital
three months after her Aria
success. Proceeds of the
concert will be used to
endow a four-bed ward
in Mary Miller's name at
Royal Melbourne Hospital.
Left: Mrs. Miller, Mary's
mother (second from right),

at the concert. Right: Mary g8

Miller as she was when she

won the Aria. Below: The

scene in the hall during the
coneert.

Mr. Cliff Johansen,

A CHEQUE FOR £1000, re
Mary Miller ‘\lemnnal Go

to hllr ¥=::tnr Hurley, pmsidenf.
concert was
kapita ® ward ai
/o

With the proceeds of
that concert to go
towards establishing a
£ Mary Miller ward at
the Royal Melbourne
Hospital




TO MARY—

Sweel singer with the gentian eyes,
The flaxen hair; how fair the guise
You chose for your brief shining here;
A star, swift passing, that drew near.

Serene your gaze, and bright the brow
We had with laurels crowned ere now;
But who can say vou have not met

Yet brighter crowns than earth has set.

Far your winged feet in former days
Have sped Elysium’s halycon ways,
And with the pipes of Pan your trills
Re-echoed round Olympian hills. &

To that, O spirit rare, return,

And to the songs that praises earn
Add vours, that they may linger e’er
In worlds so pure, so voung, so fair.

5 : ; ‘ (A Dedication to Mary Miller) ‘

Australion Musical News and Digest ‘ ~ February 1, 1
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